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water-power regulation, unemployment insurance and old-
age pensions.
Nevertheless, the easier conditions of life in the United
States and the traditions glorified as "rugged individualism'*
had retarded developments in government regulation and so-
cial security such as European countries like Sweden and
Britain adopted long before the Depression, not to mention
the extremes of collectivism which for the majority of Amer-
icans meant Soviet Russia, the one nation their country re-
fused to recognize until late in 1933. Even so, this world-
wide drift toward socialization had not failed to register its
effect upon American life. In January, 1929, for example,
the Commission on the Social Studies of the American His-
torical Association, representing various points of view, set
to work upon a sweeping inquiry under the conviction that
trends of deep import were stirring in the nation's social and
educational system, the majority holding that the American
people were moving toward greater democracy and collec-
tivism*
As Herbert Croly had said two decades earlier in The
Promise of American Life, the pledges of democracy could no
longer be taken as inevitable, but must now be regarded as
goals to be won only through planning and controls* Roose-
velt and his advisers—mostly young men trained by Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes and Professor Felix Frankfurter, or
reared in the school of practical social work developed in
New York City and New York state under the governorship
of Roosevelt—envisaged the New Deal as attempting pre-
cisely that. They conceived of it as a system of checks and
balances between management and labor, Big Business and
small independent concerns, producer and consumer, agri-
culture and industry, domestic and foreign markets, fat times
and lean. They held, however, that certain interests, hitherto
neglected, stood in particular need of government support
and encouragement, also that even the good estate of Big
Business depended vitally upon the economic health of the

